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Introduction

What are Hooks?

e Hooks are WordPress functions that are
used to modify or add functionality.

e Provide a way to change the default
behaviour of WordPress core, themes and
plugins.



How WordPress uses hooks

WordPress Core

Responsible for some default behaviour: /wp-includes
/wp-admin
e What code is included in the header -+ +php files
e How the posts are fetched
e How the admin looks
WordPress Theme
Responsible for how the website looks /wp-content/themes

and works.



There are 2 types of hooks

(<) Actions
@ Filters



€2) Actions

Functions that are run when something
happens in WordPress.

For example:

e When a post is published
e When the header is loaded

Declared with add_action



€2) Actions

Functions that are run when something
happens in WordPress

You can attach custom code at these events:

e When a post is published, send me an email
e When the header is loaded, insert Google Analytics



& Filters

Functions that WordPress passes data through
before it Is sent to the browser or database

For example:

e When the post title is displayed
e When the author URL is output

Declared with add _filter



& Filters

Functions that WordPress passes data through
before it Is sent to the browser or database

You can attach custom code at these events:

e When the post title is displayed, add the date
e When the author URL is output, redirect it



Which hook should I use?

() Actions or @ Filters

Use an action when you Use a filter when you want
want something to happen to change something




Common Hooks

<) Actions @ Filters

the_permalink
the_terms

widgets_init
pre_get_posts

e enqueue_block_editor_assets e the_content

e wp_enqueue_scripts e the_title

e wp_head e body_class

e wp_login e wp_list_pages
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Constructing a hook

@ add_action( ‘hook_name’, ‘your_function’, $priority, $arguments );

0 add_filtexr( ‘hook_name’, ‘your_function’, $priority, $arguments );

hook_name - The name of the action or filter
your_function - The name of your custom function
$priority - a number indicating which order the hook is loaded (default 10)

$arguments - one or more variables that are passed to the function (default 1)



GOTCHAs

Actions and Filters are practically the same.
BUT

A filter MUST return a value.



Putting it into practise

I'll show you some example actions
and filters in WordPress.

You know what they say about live coding...



Coding Demonstration

All slides and code available here:

Slides :
https://www.webassembler.co.uk/slides/wpedin
-meetup-intro-to-wordpress-hooks.pdf

Code:
https://gist.github.com/Web-Assembler/4f174¢c34970
e333a75ddb9bl12252dfa?



https://www.webassembler.co.uk/slides/wpedin
https://www.webassembler.co.uk/slides/wpedin
https://gist.github.com/Web-Assembler/4f174c34970e333a75ddb9b12252dfa7
https://gist.github.com/Web-Assembler/4f174c34970e333a75ddb9b12252dfa7

Where can I find hooks?

WordPress Hooks and filters:
https://codex.wordpress.org/Plugin  API

Woocommerce:

https://woocommerce.com/documentation/woocommerce-codex/snipp
ets/general-snippets/

Business Bloomer:
https://www.businessbloomer.com/?s=hooks



https://codex.wordpress.org/Plugin_API
https://woocommerce.com/documentation/woocommerce-codex/snippets/general-snippets/
https://woocommerce.com/documentation/woocommerce-codex/snippets/general-snippets/
https://www.businessbloomer.com/?s=hooks

Any Questions?

Please connect with me on Meetup.com,
Twitter @assemblrTech or LinkedIn

Thank you!



